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Japanese Patent Application No.: 2001-360649 
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Patent Office Examiner: Kazumi Ide 9072 5Z00 

Patent Attorney: Yasuo Asami (three others) 

Applied: Article 29(2) of the Patent Law 

The present application should be rejected for the undermentioned reasons. 
The applicant is required to submit a response to the Japanese Patent Office within 60 
days from the mailing date of the Present Official Action, if any. 

Reasons 



The inventions accordmg to the below-mentioned claims of the present 
application are not patentable under Article 29(2) of the Patent Law, because the 
invention could easily have been made prior to the filing date of the patent application, 
by a person skilled in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of inventions 
described in the below-mentioned publications distributed in Japan or in a foreign 
country or inventions made available through electric communication lines, prior to the 
filing date of the patent application. 



Remarks (See the list below for cited references) 

1. Regarding claims 1, 2, 4 

The document 1 describes a mixing system constituted by connecting one 
console or more, each of which includes faders and level meters, and is controlled by a 
built-in microcomputer; and one processor or more, each of which is controlled by a 
built-in microcomputer and perfonns, by a DSP, audio signal processing including 
mixing on an audio signal inputted from a connected microphone directly or via a 
connection line to output the resultant audio signal to the connection line or to an 
external speaker, wherein the DSP processes the audio signal under the control by the 
operation of the faders to output the resultant audio signal to the external speaker, the 
level meter displays an input/output level of the audio signal, and the output of the DSP 
can be monitored through a headphone connected to the console (see [00 1 8] to [003 1 ] 
and [0069] to [0075]). 
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The following is the comparison between the invention according to these 
claims and the invention described in the document 1 . 

The "connection line", "faders", and "DSP" in the invention described in the 
document 1 correspond to the "communication line", "panel operating elements", and 
"processor" in these claims. 

It is obvious from the description of the document 1 that the console and the 
processor in the invention described in the document 1 also have interfaces with the 
connection line. In view of this, the structure corresponding to "the communication 
interface of the console section" and "the communication interface of the engine 
section" in the inventions according to these claims is fully suggested by the description 
of the document 1. 

The "console" and "processor" in the invention described in the document 1 
transmit a mixing control signal through a communication path according to the 
operation of the panel operating elements and perform mixing processing according to a 
mixing signal, and therefore, have equivalent functions to those of the "console section" 
and "engine section" in the inventions according to these claims. 

The console and processor in the invention described in the document 1 are 
both controlled by the built-in microcomputers, and therefore, it is obvious that they 
have opera,tion software. 

Therefore, there is no distinct difiference between the both except in that the 
document 1 does not describe the following structure in the inventions according to 
these claims, that is, operation software is stored in each nonvolatile memory, and when 
a computer connected to the console section or the engine section executes a version-up 
program, operation software that is to be updated, out of the operation software stored 
in the nonvolatile memory of the console section and the operation software stored in 
the nonvolatile memory of the engine section, is updated. 

However, the document 2 describes a device in which a plurality of processing 
sections (a system control section, a video/audio coding section, a video/audio decoding 
section, a line selection section) are connected via a bus, each of the processing sections 
having a microprocessor and a rewritable nonvolatile memory and operating by a . 
program stored in the rewritable nonvolatile memory ([0022] to [0026]), wherein a 
memory card ([0027]) storing the program executed in the plural processing sections 
and version information thereof is connectable to one of the plural processing sections, 
and program update processing is executed to compare versions of the programs stored 



Ref. No. YC29872 

Mailing No. 110905 3/4 
Mailing date: March 28, 2006 

in the memory card and in the rewritable nonvolatile memoiy and update only the 
program requiring updating ([0028] to [0035]). 

The "plural processing sections" in the invention described in the document 2 
correspond to "the console section and the engine section" in the technical matter 
relating to the aforesaid difiference. 

The document 2 does not describe that the version upgrade is performed by the 
computer being connected and executing the version-up program, but this is only a 
technical matter well known to a person skilled in the art as described in the document 3 
and the document 4, 



Further, the combination would not achieve distinguished operation and effect. 

Therefore, the inventions according to these claims could have been easily 
made by a person skilled in the art on the basis of the invention described in the 
document 1, the invention described in the document 2, and a well-known art. 

2. Regarding claim 3 

The following is the comparison between the invention according to claim 3 
and the mvention described in the document 1 . 

In the invention described in the document 1, it is assumed that sound is 
inputted from other processor or console. Therefore, since "the other processor or 
console" is connected to an engine section to input an input signal, and also has 
operation software, the "other processor or console" corresponds to "the input unit" m 
the invention of claim 3. 

In the invention described in the document 1, it is assumed that sound is 
outputted to other processor and monitor output is perfonned by a console connected 
via a connection line. In view of this, "the other processor or console" is connected to 
the engine section to output outputs from a plurality of output systems, and also has 
operation software, "the other processor or console" corresponds to "the output unit" in 
the invention of claim 3. 

Therefore, no difference can be found other than the differences described 
regarding claims 1 and 2. 

Therefore, the invention according to claim 3 is not patentable for the same 
reason as that for the inventions according to claims 1 and 2. 



3. Regarding claims 5 and 6 
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The inventions according to these claims only explicitly describe that each of 
the input unit and the output unit includes a controller, and has substantially no 
difference from the inventions according to claims 3 and 4. 

Therefore, the inventions according to claims 5 and 6 are not patentable for the 
same reason as that for the inventions according to claims 3 and 4. 

List of Cited References 

Document 1 . Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 2000-2 1 7 1 99 
Document 2. Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 2000-3 1 1087 
Document 3. Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication (Kokai) No. Hei 6-1 19015 
Document 4. Japanese Laid-open Patent Pubhcation (Kokai) No. Hei 1 1-3 17063 



Record of Result of Search of Prior Art 
Search Art Field of the Invention IPC H04S 1/00 - 7/00 

G06F9/06 

Documents of Prior Art 
Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication (Kokai) No. Hei 1 1-282460 
Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 2000-181450 

The record of result of search of prior art does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 



5E3£-ffl-^ i I u y u 0 1/ 



#M 2001-360649 
¥^18¥ 3>^15B 

a£ (^i- 3^) « 
m2 9^m2M 



9072 5Z00 



ix^h^Pm^^zMLX. DSPtci f) <^'yyVi^tj^P^^^^^^7^X^ 

}£'-t-{Zlil,t}t^ -/n-t 7 -it- 1 -^fi^fi 1 xti^m 

fzl^'yy^^ ■ 'yTsTh, ( [0018] - [0031] [0069] - [0075] ^#BS) 



31 



If [jL y V y fisoiiil > ^J' 7 X - 7. J £'1" %^ \tXM. 1 cT^ffi^^^ ib + 
mt^-^^ ^'oziy\£:i.-'$^i,zxy)Um^fi^i>(7)X'i)^t^h. mi^yy h-^x 

:/ $ n^z. ^ (7):6-V-?- V 3 > 7 7 ^ ^ ct ^ 5^ $ tlT -i> ^ i: -XU 1 tCffi 

^im^-=e';=^^L. s§m^^ii^ifi§i4^^'Hci^^$^Tv^^7'n^*^A 
'^^^m. mmmisi^) i:^<7.xmmLXfj:6m^ ( [00221 ~ 10026] ) cis 
^v:^-K ( [0027] ) mm<oieimu<o')%(7)i^Kmm-^m\izm^^ti. 

p« ^ V - Ki;^&^ $ ^t/z 7^0 ^7 A O/N*- V 3 > t * § nTt^^Fif ^ 

9 ( [0028] - [0035] ) ztmm^tix^^^o 

t.U2Kit. :ny}£^--^i}i^m^rL. uy }£ a.- t^/^-y b yr y -f-fu 
(DZ.t {i. iE3 5.1/:fcm4 i:|£a$ttTv^^ J: ^ \z^n^\zm^(r>im^m'^ 



^i^B. ¥^1 8¥ 3^2 80 

i)m'^^fix\^^hi^(oxh^ . tfz. 'E=-'^&>ti\mm^^'kLx^m^fifzn 

yy-mzi^'ii^ ^(DXh^o Lx^:hts :^yi/ymzWi^^fixm.W(D^ 

i^liz^ tm^lRlf2 izMLX^^fznM,^Jzm^X(DmM,^.i^\^^fzt^ 

iZX^S^n'S:'^^'^^^ti}^X.^fj:\^^o 
3. m-^M5Rl/6iZHLX 

^:it.^i>^-h^tK$mLfz fz i>fx\ 6^ i,zm^m 3Rir4t(Dmmi^^ 

^\ m X m ^ - n 

1cm\. #112 0 0 0 -2 1 7 1 9 
:tm2.#IS 2000-31 1087 -^^^ 

■xw^A . #ig¥ 1 1 - 3 1 7 0 6 3 



'm^Lfz^m IPC H04S1/00-7/00 

G 0 6 F 9/0 6 



r-^ Y C 2 9 8 7 2 ^^W^ 1 I U y U 5 4/li 

¥^1 8¥ 3^2 80 

mi^mxm. #^¥ 1 1 - 2 8 2 4 6 0-^^$U 
#^2000-18145 0-^^^ 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SffiES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 



□ OTHER: 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 



